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Extract Benjamin Disraeli took a calculated “leap in the dark” in 1867, when he extended the right to vote to almost all British
men. With hindsight, his leap can be seen to have been a necessary (but not sufficient) means of defusing discontent
and promoting democratization. Ethiopia seems poised for an even bigger constitutional leap into a murkier realm,
into an ethnicized attempt at democratization. To gain acceptance, a new constitution like Ethiopia's must seem to be
all things to all people and, in Ethiopia and elsewhere, the end of the Cold War has seen an explosion of ethnic
nationalisms similar to the one occurring in Europe late in the 19th century. Without benefit of hindsight one can only
make informed guesses about the effects of a new Ethiopian “constitutionalism” on events which are largely beyond
the drafters’ control. I will argue that there are grounds for a guarded optimism over Ethiopia's leap.
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