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Assaciate Professor, University of Oslo, Hnn-.rcgjan Centre for Human Hights

Abstract

The objective of this paper is to probe the eritique against Ethiopia regarding human rights viola-
tions along ethnic and racial lines recentdy raised by the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (CERDY). The article compares the Ethiopian government's stated policy
on human and group righes with reported human rights vielarions in Ethiopia per ethnic regional
-state for the purpose of identifying possible “ethnic” parrerns of violations. The hindings of this
article partly question, from a methodological perspective, the categorical classificarion of
“human righes violations along ethnic and racial lines” as expressed by CERD. Violations may
certainly be interpreted within an ethnic framework; however, one should also make allowances
for a non-cthnic approach to human rights abuses and view the rwo perspectives as mutually
complimentary.
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1. Introduction

The transformation of Ethiopia from a unitary to an ethnic federal stare in 1994
was intended to herald a new era of minority and group rights protecrion in the
country. Thecurrent government constituted by the Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF), which seized power in 1991, introduced a new
constitutional framework and a federal system in order to arrest the strong and
suppressive central governmenral strucrures and 1o redress ethno-national grievances
among the many ethnic groups in the country.? The federal provisions enshrined in
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' Email: kjetil.cronvoll@nchr,uio.no

*J. Abbink, ‘Breaking and Making the Srare: The Dynamics of Ethnic Democracy in Ethiopid',
13:2 Journal of Contemporary Africa Studies (1995); ]. Abbink, "Ethnicity and Constirutionalism in

2 Koninklijke Brill WY, Leiden, 2008 D3O 100 163/ 1 38548708 272528

containing nearly 2,700 academic and legal
journals from inception; complete coverage of
government documents such as U.S. Statutes at
Large, U.S. Code, Federal Register, Code of
Federal Regulations, U.S. Reports, and much
more. Documents are image-based, fully
searchable PDFs with the authority of print
combined with the accessibility of a user-friendly
and powerful database. For more information,
request a quote or trial for your organization
below.

Short-term subscription options include
24 hours, 48 hours, or 1 week to
HeinOnline with pricing starting as low as
$29.95

Purchase Access

Access to this content requires a
subscription. Please visit the following
page to request a quote or trial:

Request a Quote or Trial

Already a HeinOnline Subscriber?

Login

ORORONORCONEY

ABOUT TOOLS

SERVICES

BLOG SUPPORT

CONTACT LOGIN



https://home.heinonline.org/#about
https://home.heinonline.org/tools/
https://home.heinonline.org/services/
https://home.heinonline.org/blog/
https://help.heinonline.org/
https://home.heinonline.org/contact/
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Welcome
https://home.heinonline.org/
https://shop.heinonline.org/?handle=hein.journals/ijmgr15&div=7&collection=journals
https://shop.heinonline.org/?handle=hein.journals/ijmgr15&div=7&collection=journals
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/ijmgr15&div=7&id=&page=
https://twitter.com/HeinOnline
https://www.facebook.com/HeinOnline/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HeinOnline08
https://www.linkedin.com/company/william-s--hein-&-co--inc--&-heinonline/
https://www.instagram.com/heinonline/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/HeinOnlineWeblog
https://home.heinonline.org/
https://home.heinonline.org/#about
https://home.heinonline.org/tools/
https://home.heinonline.org/services/
https://home.heinonline.org/blog/
https://help.heinonline.org/
https://home.heinonline.org/contact/
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/ijmgr15&div=7&id=&page=

